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Division for Air Quality Issues Precautions about      Safe Handling of Storm Debris 
Mixed building debris could contain asbestos
FRANKFORT, Ky. (March 8, 2012) – The Division for Air Quality (DAQ) is issuing guidelines to Kentuckians in storm-stricken counties for the safe handling of building debris which may contain asbestos.  All debris from damaged buildings should be kept thoroughly wetted until final disposal to prevent the potential release of asbestos particles.  Such debris should never be burned and must be properly disposed of in an approved landfill.

Asbestos is a mineral fiber that is commonly found in a variety of building construction materials such as roofing shingles, ceiling and floor tiles, pipe insulation, and flame retardant products like asbestos cement.  When asbestos-containing materials are damaged or disturbed, microscopic fibers become airborne and can be inhaled into the lungs, where they can cause significant health problems.

The tornadoes that swept through Kentucky damaged or destroyed hundreds of buildings and left behind tons of debris. The high volume and mixed nature of the debris makes asbestos testing impractical.  Therefore, all debris containing building or demolition materials should be treated as if it contains asbestos, and properly handled to protect public health. 

The U.S. Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) recommends keeping asbestos-containing material thoroughly wetted to prevent asbestos particles from being released.  DAQ recommends wetting or misting demolition debris with water to keep it continuously moist until disposal in a landfill.  Containers and tractor trailers should be covered before transporting debris to landfills.

Open burning of demolition debris is dangerous and illegal.  Burning this debris can release many types of toxic materials, including asbestos.

For more information on safely handling and disposing of storm debris, Kentuckians can call 888-287-6529.  A complete copy of the guidelines can be found on the Division for Air Quality’s website at air.ky.gov/Pages/News-and-Events.aspx .
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