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CLEAN SCHOOL BUS FUNDING ANNOUNCED

$196,880 Available for Pollution Control Devices and Programs

FRANKFORT, Ky. (Oct. 27, 2008) –Would you like to reduce student absenteeism due to asthma and allergies, reduce air pollution in your community, and save your school district money?

The Kentucky Division for Air Quality (DAQ) announces the availability of funds and solicits proposals for projects to purchase and install emission control (retrofit) devices and idle reduction technologies on diesel school buses in the state of Kentucky. A total of $196,880 is available in the first year of this program. This competitive funding opportunity is open to all public school districts located in the state.

The mission of DAQ is to protect human health and the environment by achieving and maintaining acceptable air quality. This grant program will adhere to the division’s mission by helping to reduce the public’s direct exposure to toxic diesel emissions, as well as assist in the effort to attain the federal ambient air quality standards for particulate matter (PM).

Diesel engines are one of the largest sources of PM in the United States, and they additionally emit ozone-forming nitrogen oxides and toxic air pollutants. Diesel exhaust ranks among the air pollutants that EPA believes pose the greatest public health risks, as exposure to fine particles and ozone causes lung damage and aggravates existing respiratory diseases such as asthma. Children, with their growing lungs, faster respiratory rates, and close proximity to diesel school buses, are especially susceptible to the health effects of diesel exhaust.

Projects funded through this grant program will assist in achieving emission reductions in the state’s school bus fleet and will thereby reduce the health risks to school children as a result of exposure to harmful diesel emissions. Riding the school bus is the safest way for students to get to school, and this program will help make it even safer.

Kentucky public school districts that own and operate school buses are eligible to apply for funding through this grant program. Applicants located in an area not meeting current air quality standards, proposals that achieve the most cost-effective emission reduction strategies, and school districts with demonstrated commitment to idle reduction and/or sustainability will be given priority in grant awards. The deadline to apply for funds is Dec. 19, 2008. To apply, visit the division’s Web site at www.air.ky.gov.
